
City of Independence 
Heritage Commission Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Date:  October 7, 2014 
 
Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
Commissioners Present: Mike Calvert, Amy Hart, Patrick Layden, Diane Reuter, Sam 

Rushay, and Duane Stephens  
 
Commissioners Absent:  Audrey Elder and Cody Fann 
 
Staff:   Wendy Shay, Historic Preservation Manager  
 
I.    AGENDA   
 

Chair Calvert stated that there was one change to the agenda. He then added review and 
approval of the minutes for both June 3, 2014 and August 5, 2014.   
 
After making this change, it was moved by Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Rushay and 
approved 6-0 to accept the agenda as amended.  
 

II. MINUTES 
 

It was moved by Ms. Reuter, seconded by Mr. Stephens and approved 6-0 to accept the 
meeting minutes of September 4, 2014. 
 
It was then moved by Mr. Rushay, seconded by Mr. Stephens and approved 6-0 to accept the 
meeting minutes of August 5, 2014. 
 
Finally, it was moved by Mr. Rushay, seconded by Ms. Reuter and approved 6-0 to accept 
the meeting minutes of June 3, 2014. 
 

III.  CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 

The Chair read the “Introduction Statement” into record at this time.  

A. HC#007-14–10736 East Truman Road  

Ms. Shay gave an overview of the request. Staff recommended approval of the request for 
demolition.  
 
Teddy Ferrell, on behalf of Ted’s Trash, was present to represent the request. Mr. Ferrell 
made a brief statement to the Commission on the current status of the property and the 
need for demolition.   
 
The Chair inquired about whether the stone from the building would be salvaged.  
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Mr. Ferrell stated that he would like to see the materials reused and not placed in a 
landfill.  
 
Ms. Reuter also supported the retention of both exterior and interior original materials.  
 
Mr. Rushay inquired about National Register status.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that its location in unincorporated Jackson County and its loss of context 
makes it difficult to compile a solid nomination. Without designation, the rehabilitation 
of the building would not be eligible for tax credits.  
 
Mr. Rushay expressed his concern about the loss of the building to demolition.  
 
After some discussion, it was moved by Mr. Stephens and seconded by Mr. Layden to 
approve the request 5-1 (Rushay dissenting) in support of the demolition of the building 
and associated structure located at 10736 East Truman Road.  

B. HC#009-14–1310 West Lexington Avenue 

 
Ms. Shay gave an overview of the request. Staff recommended denial of the demolition 
of the single family home, but approval of the request for economic hardship.   
 
Mike Lambert, on behalf of the Timberline Investment Company, was present to 
represent the request. 
 
Mr. Lambert made a brief statement to the Commission regarding the history of 
ownership, current status of the property, and the need for demolition.   
 
It was moved by Ms. Hart, seconded by Mr. Stephens and denied 6-0 to demolish the 
single family home located at 1310 West Lexington Avenue.  
 
After some discussion, it was moved by Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Layden and 
passed 6-0 to approve the request for economic hardship to demolish the single family 
home located at 1310 West Lexington Avenue.  

C. HC#010-14–1312 West Lexington Avenue 

Ms. Shay gave an overview of the request. Staff recommended denial of the demolition 
of the single family home, but approval of the request for economic hardship.   
 
Mike Lambert, on behalf of the Timberline Investment Company, was present to 
represent the request. 
 
Mr. Lambert made a brief statement to the Commission regarding the history of 
ownership, current status of the property, and the need for demolition.   
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Mr. Rushay inquired about the maintenance history and vandalism of this property.  
 
Mr. Lambert replied that some of the maintenance issues occurred while the previous 
tenant was in the house. The remaining issues occurred after the house was vacated. 
These challenges caused the property owner to re-evaluate the retention of the property.  
 
Ms. Reuter inquired about insurance.  
 
Mr. Lambert stated that since the deterioration and vandalism occurred over time, no 
claim was sought.  
 
Ms. Reuter inquired about whether the property owner, the Community of Christ Church, 
also owns the two houses to the north.  
 
Mr. Lambert stated that they do not.   
 
It was then moved by Mr. Rushay, seconded by Mr. Stephens and denied 6-0 to demolish 
the single family home located at 1312 West Lexington Avenue.  
 
After some discussion, it was moved by Mr. Layden and seconded by Mr. Stephens to 
approve the request for economic hardship to demolish the single family home located at 
1312 West Lexington Avenue. The motion was passed 4-2 (Reuter and Rushay 
dissenting).  
 

IV.  DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS 

A. Recommendation to the City Council to appoint a Heritage Commission 
representative on the Tourism Advisory Board.  

The Commission was asked to consider whether to retain Sam Rushay as their 
representative on the Tourism Advisory Board (TAB).  

It was moved by Mr. Stephens, seconded by Ms. Reuter and passed 5-0 to recommend 
Sam Rushay as the representative of the Heritage Commission on the TAB to the City 
Council.  

B. Discussion on the addition of a five minute public speaking limitation to be added to 
the Heritage Commission By-laws.  

 
Ms. Shay made a brief presentation on the request. The request was made by the Chair to 
modify the by-laws.  
 
It was moved by Mr. Stephens, seconded by Ms. Hart, and passed 6-0 to recommend the 
addition of a five minute limit per person for those wishing to address the Commission. 
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V. REPORTS & COMMENTS 
 
A.  Public Comment 

 
There were no members of the public present.  
 

B.  Heritage Commission 
 

Chair Calvert stated that a bus tour of Civil War sites highlighting the Battle of the Little 
Blue’s 150th anniversary will be held on October 18, 2014.  
 

C. Staff  
 

Ms. Shay asked for a final confirmation of the location of the holiday gathering.  
 
The Commission agreed that the Reuter home would make an excellent location.  
 

VI. ADJOURN 
 

It was moved by Ms. Reuter, seconded by Mr. Rushay, and passed 6-0 to adjourn.  


